The Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle (Geranoaetus melanoleucus) is a fairly common raptor in western South America from the Merida Andes to Tierra de1 Fuego, and in southeastern South America from Paraguay and Sgo Paulo, Brazil to Santa Fe, Argentina (Blake 1977:320). Breeding has been reported for Venezuela (Meyer de Schauensee 1978:39), Peru (Pearson and Ralph 1978: 17), Chile (Johnson 1965~240, Brown and Amadon 1968:568), Argentina (Hudson 1920:48) and Tierra de1 Fuego (Humphrey et al. 1970: 157). I report here additional details concerning nesting, prey, and behavior of this species. All observations were made with a 15 x to 60 x spotting scope from a ridge 40 m above and 200 m from a Blackchested Buzzard-Eagle nest situated on a cliff near Olmos, Depto. Lambayeque, in northwestern Peru. The cliff is part of a small chain of 1,200-m high peaks known as Cerro Liqumique, which rise from a 50-m high scrubdesert floor adjacent to the western Andean foothills. The highly dissected peaks are forested with trees of 5 to 15 m including Loxopterygium lusango, Cavanillesia platanifolia and Bombax sp. The desert floor vegetation is characterized by the trees and shrubs Prosopis julifora, Acacia sp., Bursera graveolens, Capparis angulata, C. ovalifolia and Cordia rotundifolia, and by the cacti Cereus sp. and Opuntia sp. (Tosi 1960:32-96). The rainy season, which is undependable and often inconsequential lasts from January to April, and deluges known as El Nifio occur periodically. My observations began at 18:00, 26 May 1982, when I heard repeated screams from the direction of the cliff. The following day at 06:30 I spotted a nearly fledged Blackchested Buzzard-Eagle feeding on a 0.4-m long olive-green snake in a stick-nest 35 m above the ground on the 120m cliff. The nest was 1.5 m in breadth, 1 m from its outer edge back to the cliff wall, and 0.6 to 0.8 m in height. It was built on an outwardly sloping ledge and was composed mainly of dry sticks approximately 0.5 to 1 .O m long and 0.5 to 2.0 cm in diameter. These sticks appeared to come from a species of dry low bush devoid of foliage and common to the hillsides above 250 m. About 12 columnar cacti acted as structural supports along the front of the nest. The cliff was oriented south-southeast, and the nest received direct sun from about 09:OO to 1 l:OO. Other investigators have reported similar nests and nest sites, and have indicated that trees are also used (Johnson 1965. Brown and Amadon 1968).
During a total of 18 h and 51 min of observations on 27,29 and 30 May, I saw the nestling feed on two snakes, a Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia) and a small mammal (either a vizcacha, Langidium peruanum, or a young fox, Dusicyon sp.). Other investigators have reported a predominance of rodents, lagomorphs and other small mammals in the diet ofthis species (Johnson 1965 , Brown and Amadon 1968 , Schlatter et al. 1980 ). There is some uncertainty about the importance of reptiles and birds in the diet, but they apparently account for a small fraction of Geranoaetus prey; Schlatter et al. (1980) found 
